
 

www.marylandfb.org | Contact: Colby Ferguson or Pat Wolff  

 

      

Hotline #4 

February 10, 2023 

Welcome to our fourth Hotline of the 2023 Maryland General Assembly 

session. This week, more than 145 farmers and 66 legislators from across 

the state attended Maryland Farm Bureau's Day in Annapolis. This event on 

Wednesday featured a legislative briefing by Maryland Farm Bureau's 

government relations staff. Following the morning briefing our members 

attended the House and Senate floor session as well as made office visits. 

The group met back at the Calvert House and had lunch with legislators from 

across the state. We would like to thank Farm Bureau members who met 

with legislators to discuss our priority issues. Finally, we'd like to thank 

members of the General Assembly, from both sides of the aisle, who took 

time to attend our event. Click the button below to check out some of our top 

priority bills from the Day in Annapolis briefing.  

 

In addition to Day in Annapolis, Maryland Farm Bureau testified on several 

important bills that encompassed areas from urban agriculture to ownership 

of shotguns by youth and from zero emission medium & heavy duty trucks to 

on-farm composting. Bill introduction dates have passed and all the on-time 

filed bills are in. Bill hearings will ramp up quickly over the next few weeks as 

committees work to hear all introduced bills.   

The Hotline will be posted on the MDFB website each week. Maryland Farm 

Bureau members are urged to contact their legislators and members of 

relevant committees in support of Maryland Farm Bureau's positions. Visit 

Maryland Farm Bureau's action center to stay up to date on pending 

legislation on which we have position.    

Bill Briefing  

https://u29390694.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=q-2Bm6Vjvl7LUcA2o9iGQ7-2BGvnEKrc05HCF4L2PLMfVPMMO-2FsoHoZWqgD8by-2FAhormGpTO_he77XardEM-2BxhKKaKvBk7DZP6LF5qkiiSwVdzsWbBjra9SD2b9StEtAzzy22rfCMTyWNvuNaZetv5eob1TK8CmCkUkJ8JMdfg1SO69dYFZbcnrAo8M1UvbdRehgaSQfRkGYvpom0PMZsJNJzF40sKMwWKJnEEAh5o7w5WXCg-2BzEPxK4XNWBk3OPd8NlkV17kQPkegvkmBzSzdKXhsxY3fvKNIz8e41uEsr3yqbOoDRYpNtau72dAQlTd3KEmdkDne-2BW2xwLRrIeFnMGI5MQLCv0iMUTq-2BYcCy-2F-2F9lmmEfUrq0Kf4pCLoETfphJjdRwj4dNCz-2Bpz16hICbHiA91WTmA-3D-3D
mailto:cferguson@marylandfb.org
mailto:pwolff@marylandfb.org
https://u29390694.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=q-2Bm6Vjvl7LUcA2o9iGQ7-2BJsQvsgFPO-2F68a1p3LjnYRmd-2FEY3uTTMtXuhB4FVppZPlKRydosF8KuU2koAdfKGkA-3D-3DkBFw_he77XardEM-2BxhKKaKvBk7DZP6LF5qkiiSwVdzsWbBjra9SD2b9StEtAzzy22rfCMTyWNvuNaZetv5eob1TK8CmCkUkJ8JMdfg1SO69dYFZbcnrAo8M1UvbdRehgaSQfRkGYvpom0PMZsJNJzF40sKMwWKJnEEAh5o7w5WXCg-2BzEPxK4XNWBk3OPd8NlkV17keJ4qbPU84KNUpghEcEgCSgiHausVFG6slpoQdVJkoinkZiAEweQucNAD-2FZ-2FaDgnC3GJY1CtTY05Ekl9e0J2iCKEZmNXZli7af7Lox3rvMCFgL8ZGsIKjdJWXMd3WXCLQNNjv5zKh8O1ZD-2BZFlYlaEw-3D-3D
https://u29390694.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=q-2Bm6Vjvl7LUcA2o9iGQ7-2BD3uNiJ1vDos28NN1Z-2BVw-2F-2FE6wR9z4dGM76Af-2BSvAdevTqXKphPb9l1q80R0dKdvPDLKGHB5z9tlxLa67UR8S4oZhokb21X3-2FGxxd-2FR1ywamoUmkojX-2BK8oDq3M5NJWTayuR7a5Fq-2FK-2FIQYeh-2BZM5FhADrPF3kNVEKmKqEzFp-2B0vjIEcpnGFBbtgoNuQmOxqxEQ0LTaEjo-2FbtzQyNt6GgpabkgIiIUu09GsYbupskicNr7RUcGQu91U3S5lUZe6rmwuNRLCUkGcWM2supklpR-2B1mF2KyBIEtImrO-2FJ-2FfKAf2YWEckQ1TplFix8FdO-2F1y9icvKyzxSicqbYr-2F3Bbp49s4TLXrQCCDkMwFjNDPKDxbiW06LsJqzBuw-2FaqJsfluBfIqdOfggmCDWLUc24ABcjvXlgIIxBH8gUsDPR2h41RqJCnJhr75Y7s4Df3w3kG-2F1yUxbZ-2FJi54joYBauUJeu-2BIP-2FYs-2FCACPLZyQxqijZcCF0nNrFMvzuNNFw1DvS6fu1dlwtsJxbBd1zR0P5PDXzY3KhepjrvDsSdWSJE7dWUmwJlNYeOrb-2F-2FXqnGBxDboQRh5J78ozHHRY7HEfJMgZPRn6daKjKtokK-2Ft44wkO3KfvFaH7hIyQKoSeX2d31gFy3boBvOfjT-2FfIK26eXEUmCbj6eSi8QPQH7oNiUufT4MPawb-2BS7c-2FjuQasim8r1HpGrZuZHxhm2v6X1r4apux7-2FKYLAXjK-2BeWhZwNK-2B-2FIvQNwt0VsLd7XN5QPY0J-2FPcTzeafjm0o1uIBT0mQ-2FUk3qquVKa7zeZakItTOkqPurAerXbcEeT5VIej0KCcI42qp1CQBpq8qjglliX9CBPgv2OW7RmYBY-2BJWPwsc51yenUP-2Fj9NKq6e-2BY331zzeiLJqNJdvBtPE1qLysVEC4FK7EDxgCdSS24k05jUgzjAZ8X-2FDBq5OsNDZe-2FxtUM-2FUQWCABqahOXVI4mBPkyVxQobUjdTdVCGkHk1S5CI8437xZZDwOlnprt-2FlcW-2FCedQiNCPR9bS3OIsHofr12-2FJa3wiIU7U1mDkdM-2BIUJ31H5PK-2FJNoNj0zPPKHoY1Sy5wpPdZV-2Fjy4hqStv84ZQpCH9y4XZVek3J01uRfjyFkkWUmfEE3JyBsTACyAZes9FxwASVwIpTKf9RcOqHGC4THh1wUmIc49sn2dBVoBX7SSjuT9M1Hu4TTOblGBeGE3VjjnfuNZvJkflwvPLgD5llzaOFx4vmPZ732ZSMxDENH5dwcRCsuAF-2BCOyhruZNopw3IhN8VNWT76Nq3k1GMeZmw-2FV3xrA9iD3AF-2Fv-2FbgI1XLp8D4ZWiPdhHJ3PpkieLCtClAZYkWhm5xlWvdROPlnE1kvHDkau3kkwgjgW4Iodz7Fp-2B5WoR8QXpSzMCR1Keo276pJ5Ya-2BR4NB4P84gwI2lN-2FPZ3voePCXjoICQMU33drhvYC1c5L1WmbobYZawR3G1jWHvHzIsv-2FwVQPJgF1-2BxRWvv8JqrbiiHyzD6bCT6kTT34-2BEmHUYo2ChBBxtBVMfr-2FvkoXiF8SRB9pSSh2YNn3X1EPGnU-2BJC8M-3DEHEX_he77XardEM-2BxhKKaKvBk7DZP6LF5qkiiSwVdzsWbBjra9SD2b9StEtAzzy22rfCMTyWNvuNaZetv5eob1TK8CmCkUkJ8JMdfg1SO69dYFZbcnrAo8M1UvbdRehgaSQfRkGYvpom0PMZsJNJzF40sKMwWKJnEEAh5o7w5WXCg-2BzEPxK4XNWBk3OPd8NlkV17k3i-2Fm7iGRV-2BOzPm65fDESwgZsjlsnWd9pA9pyl2jT3YR4kfIS3zsOdWZasR9y07tK-2FYec0d-2BLm-2FucIuW3FRgaoImOC2AtSndooNVQ-2BYm3gwPf0YDpirCEzQcF
https://u29390694.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=q-2Bm6Vjvl7LUcA2o9iGQ7-2BNr2CVxzqOiQpvPZT5C5H4XY-2BJLzVINBksEt-2FxHNjdnE2BaQ_he77XardEM-2BxhKKaKvBk7DZP6LF5qkiiSwVdzsWbBjra9SD2b9StEtAzzy22rfCMTyWNvuNaZetv5eob1TK8CmCkUkJ8JMdfg1SO69dYFZbcnrAo8M1UvbdRehgaSQfRkGYvpom0PMZsJNJzF40sKMwWKJnEEAh5o7w5WXCg-2BzEPxK4XNWBk3OPd8NlkV17kqfqW7XoUx9G1HPu-2BMiNVfW2LIk8vOM1WDOyi85OcxAvXi8s9UTcAybuJDkv2jFfn8Ww-2FiKzSZ8QomH8Sum7jlrIsUT6y4ytf4ZHhv1FlwUb1IIpRMkUeaDNSjZ0Gp5tN0wtpdAMzPg2jIiRdLY894g-3D-3D
https://u29390694.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=q-2Bm6Vjvl7LUcA2o9iGQ7-2BMpFvGXSqWefvMdzoy6OxS8bVEzx-2FCRLkhRO3-2Fh-2BKQdDtE35_he77XardEM-2BxhKKaKvBk7DZP6LF5qkiiSwVdzsWbBjra9SD2b9StEtAzzy22rfCMTyWNvuNaZetv5eob1TK8CmCkUkJ8JMdfg1SO69dYFZbcnrAo8M1UvbdRehgaSQfRkGYvpom0PMZsJNJzF40sKMwWKJnEEAh5o7w5WXCg-2BzEPxK4XNWBk3OPd8NlkV17kRhHUnvlrhe93IJeWj4USEfl7ihgkH98eCLWEUDi1fLb3QDkv2lSJ-2BjB-2Fx4qIwIy-2FTv3oAmfcs-2BM01jCWaxMyvXrnzFauqNLyzSiy02eagtM3bBCkx1HX47CfLaWjV964wcJEQ-2FwS2VFGF6fM-2FicneQ-3D-3D
https://u29390694.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=q-2Bm6Vjvl7LUcA2o9iGQ7-2BCuL1qqfSACanKtl9NP4jzSgyBgEGGlqZQR-2B1GF-2F6CTidnGFSOOeeSRqbPhh0uPa6w-3D-3DED1w_he77XardEM-2BxhKKaKvBk7DZP6LF5qkiiSwVdzsWbBjra9SD2b9StEtAzzy22rfCMTyWNvuNaZetv5eob1TK8CmCkUkJ8JMdfg1SO69dYFZbcnrAo8M1UvbdRehgaSQfRkGYvpom0PMZsJNJzF40sKMwWKJnEEAh5o7w5WXCg-2BzEPxK4XNWBk3OPd8NlkV17kQ3ZmQyjTOjzWJtS7lttCVjjVq2XisBVqyclElzjVnIzPmVX6bEtFY1Aj3qJYiRiiKTEAQSzvAeg8urui1JB1YVh2poU89imEEtJ6inAQJRr9qiFgiQonvLeCrAbTCtpslKLCel8r5jPL-2FXqG8o72zg-3D-3D
https://u29390694.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=q-2Bm6Vjvl7LUcA2o9iGQ7-2BAtB6zD2e6tNqiRbcx-2FgzVKn10dreEForJBedPKA-2FRYCGUIpFkOeYKsYRR9HFTEHkw-3D-3DMoeJ_he77XardEM-2BxhKKaKvBk7DZP6LF5qkiiSwVdzsWbBjra9SD2b9StEtAzzy22rfCMTyWNvuNaZetv5eob1TK8CmCkUkJ8JMdfg1SO69dYFZbcnrAo8M1UvbdRehgaSQfRkGYvpom0PMZsJNJzF40sKMwWKJnEEAh5o7w5WXCg-2BzEPxK4XNWBk3OPd8NlkV17kCozuGc1bHo3mnmlZbWGWedQxP2J-2F9QUk1zja31-2BJI9rW9-2F-2FCYbpPinBTedRUdPNp-2F0g86d-2BkqecAwG4DPS6LmQ7NV2J41U3IbffKbv01SWIdEeG-2F7Z8qcGxc-2Fm-2FLraP7E3-2Bb5ldyRrNKlEmblZtcsw-3D-3D
https://u29390694.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=q-2Bm6Vjvl7LUcA2o9iGQ7-2BK3Q2cMqG5pGlgr47Lm1J1GUwzXlMrnnmPL1Uko0y4dMTnBk_he77XardEM-2BxhKKaKvBk7DZP6LF5qkiiSwVdzsWbBjra9SD2b9StEtAzzy22rfCMTyWNvuNaZetv5eob1TK8CmCkUkJ8JMdfg1SO69dYFZbcnrAo8M1UvbdRehgaSQfRkGYvpom0PMZsJNJzF40sKMwWKJnEEAh5o7w5WXCg-2BzEPxK4XNWBk3OPd8NlkV17kLONHZjrrATr5FTzg3D9sNbaznnO9iCGi91ik4-2F8AsgDUQ8wgkqKdIZyMYVH4poxAk8OKOSYqma-2BjB4gSo7FOmc-2F1N-2FiL0IZcH22KnfAjb4ALe2PW4bC-2BOih3uEz4oUwGppD4xYfjq06NF1PingAIOA-3D-3D
https://www.mdfarmbureau.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/DAY-IN-ANNAPOLIS2023-billbriefings-FINALpdf.pdf
https://u29390694.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=q-2Bm6Vjvl7LUcA2o9iGQ7-2BJsQvsgFPO-2F68a1p3LjnYRm0TVpikDYnAr6RbATR1Jr8KgSpYCiaGYtcY3dkBpyg6SnMBdP2x1zusl2-2F7TLt3X3pEnVwhesDCOR2IdyhFsn2BSH0EL7gO4JSyMKDjldfj5PQ8Y9t78Q5atSViBn1dMM-3DSblL_he77XardEM-2BxhKKaKvBk7DZP6LF5qkiiSwVdzsWbBjra9SD2b9StEtAzzy22rfCMTyWNvuNaZetv5eob1TK8CmCkUkJ8JMdfg1SO69dYFZbcnrAo8M1UvbdRehgaSQfRkGYvpom0PMZsJNJzF40sKMwWKJnEEAh5o7w5WXCg-2BzEPxK4XNWBk3OPd8NlkV17kO0fqcAOs4Nq2MIx7PdgyQInjd9m21nzMHnMP-2F9R9kVzi03ZPXgGW0kPFZqP9of871Fqd9lsN-2B-2BdSt9EJZQPA1zfq2UhDkK8MQVphtFlLoUVx8jOOO-2BwI0RsSIxyQrjGmOe6dWG-2FYBw7lperKbkBdLw-3D-3D


 
  

 

Wednesday, February 15, 2023 

  
SB327: Hunting, Wildlife Conservation, and Outdoor Recreation - 
Funding, Promotion, Management, Licenses, Permits, and Stamps 
Senator Elfreth, EEE at 1:00 PM  
  
This comprehensive wildlife management and hunting bill does many things. 
First, it cleans up the landowner liability language to ensure a landowner has 
proper liability coverage if they allow hunters to hunt on their land. Secondly, 
it establishes the Wildlife Conservation, Education, and Outreach Program to 
provide outreach and foster an interest in outdoor recreation and 
stewardship, hunting, and wildlife conservation. Next, it establishes a stamp 
for hunting sika deer. One of the biggest parts of the bill is it increased the 
fees for many of the hunting licenses and stamps. These fees haven’t been 
increased in 36 years. The increased fees are to generate the needed 
funding for DNR to qualify for the available USDA matching funds that the 
department is currently receiving. These additional funding will allow DNR’s 
Wildlife services division to provide the needed food habitats in Wildlife 
Management Areas along with starting a farmer cost-share program to plant 
private land forage crops (AKA sacrificial crops) to help curb the crop loss on 
farms due to wildlife damage.   
  
Maryland Farm Bureau Policy: We commend the efforts of the Maryland 
Department of Natural Resources (DNR) to assist farmers in controlling 
nuisance wildlife on agricultural lands. We continue to urge DNR to 
implement additional programs to limit overpopulations of deer, migratory and 
resident Canada geese, and other nuisance wildlife in Maryland in order to 
minimize their negative impacts on agricultural production, highway safety, 
disease control and the health of the Chesapeake Bay. 

 

 
  

 

SB447: Anaerobic Digestion Workgroup 

Senator Carozza, EEE at 1:00 PM  

  

This bill creates an Anaerobic Digestion Workgroup to study, identify, 

examine, and make recommendations on the aspects of anaerobic digestion 

in Maryland. There would be 11 members of the workgroup including a 

member of the Maryland Farm Bureau. The workgroup will be staffed by 

MDA and will study this area and make recommendations on the best options 

for Maryland. These recommendation will be sent to the Governor and the 

General Assembly by December 30, 2023.  

  

https://u29390694.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=q-2Bm6Vjvl7LUcA2o9iGQ7-2BIqSuo3Gp5PpJhIyr-2Fnybo3DH4QQNbwgzMZ0-2FC3QgDl5QZxxi8Y2PdgD-2FDafmaobdC6JOQ6c9Sc0Xbrsp4wXtD-2FFzMvclEe-2Fyvf7-2FZ0bzwqShN6f_he77XardEM-2BxhKKaKvBk7DZP6LF5qkiiSwVdzsWbBjra9SD2b9StEtAzzy22rfCMTyWNvuNaZetv5eob1TK8CmCkUkJ8JMdfg1SO69dYFZbcnrAo8M1UvbdRehgaSQfRkGYvpom0PMZsJNJzF40sKMwWKJnEEAh5o7w5WXCg-2BzEPxK4XNWBk3OPd8NlkV17kQ3-2B5w2TI-2FoU2CpzCKUxGHj36qr6aLXBpJP71GEEyt9t-2F0poCTkFTXH8OhNoIq7AbY0iFxqi-2FGrHwI-2B2ZmMoiWPASw1OpPCMj3Iqt12VWJ7pJlqMU4tmRUYlmG5hVbnRkRtmzCTMu-2BmIKctR7Y65y4A-3D-3D
https://u29390694.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=q-2Bm6Vjvl7LUcA2o9iGQ7-2BIqSuo3Gp5PpJhIyr-2Fnybo3DH4QQNbwgzMZ0-2FC3QgDl5QZxxi8Y2PdgD-2FDafmaobdC2N10nIxcsr506212btPAUFsszWRY-2Bz7JRQF1BssuOorBXs_he77XardEM-2BxhKKaKvBk7DZP6LF5qkiiSwVdzsWbBjra9SD2b9StEtAzzy22rfCMTyWNvuNaZetv5eob1TK8CmCkUkJ8JMdfg1SO69dYFZbcnrAo8M1UvbdRehgaSQfRkGYvpom0PMZsJNJzF40sKMwWKJnEEAh5o7w5WXCg-2BzEPxK4XNWBk3OPd8NlkV17kQif-2FNbgXYE99jqV80qpwXP6r18d3pRcAqlrHn7-2B2wYnLTYDOne0NrcfiVfk0AjP9qBnWlgDgkFfUcxarNF1UQv-2FnJBInkgGA8TmkwiMXnxAUUe7IN9JhzypwySCbvmSl0pk6sUNA47HjgRV2hpt8jg-3D-3D


Maryland Farm Bureau Policy: We encourage research, development, and 

utilization of alternative energy sources from methane, biomass, wind, 

nuclear, solar, hydrogen, hydro, and clean natural gas. Additionally, we urge 

that this process be aided by appropriate government tax incentives. We 

support energy generation from all agricultural residues and biproducts to be 

considered value-added production on a farm.  

 

 
  

 

HB253: Environment - On-Farm Composting Facilities - Permit 

Exemption 

Delegate Shetty, E&T at 1:00 PM  

This bill requires the Maryland Department of the Environment (MDE) to 

establish an exemption, by regulation, from the permitting requirements 

under the Code of Maryland Regulations (COMAR) 26.04.11.06 for an on-

farm composting facility that (1) uses 40,000 square feet of area or less for 

active food scrap composting; (2) composts only one or more of a specified 

list of feedstocks; (3) records the amount and source of feedstock 

composted, records the date and time the feedstock arrives on the farm, and 

retains the records for three years; and (4) meets any other conditions 

specified in regulations. The bill establishes several related definitions. 

Current regulations limit a farmer to up to 5,000 square feet for on-farm 

composting. This bill looks to increase that to 40,000 square feet and also 

allow the incorporation of food scraps to the feedstock used in the compost 

pile. To meet the new demand for removing food scraps from the landfill, 

farmers will need to do their part to assist. However, being limited to 5,000 sf 

before requiring extensive permitting requirements, prevents most farmers 

from being able to participate.  

  

Maryland Farm Bureau Policy: We support the right for Maryland farmers to 

make and process mulch and compost from both on and off the farm 

sources. 

  

 

 
  

 

HB378: Natural Resources - Black Bear Conflict Reduction and Damage 

Reimbursement Fund - Uses 

Delegate Love, E&T at 1:00 PM  

https://u29390694.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=q-2Bm6Vjvl7LUcA2o9iGQ7-2BIqSuo3Gp5PpJhIyr-2Fnybo3DH4QQNbwgzMZ0-2FC3QgDl5QZxxi8Y2PdgD-2FDafmaobdM9DayXgAnQ-2BhnlpA7aJ3Py6DbxHdBdnPuWW698QzNGvt9Al_he77XardEM-2BxhKKaKvBk7DZP6LF5qkiiSwVdzsWbBjra9SD2b9StEtAzzy22rfCMTyWNvuNaZetv5eob1TK8CmCkUkJ8JMdfg1SO69dYFZbcnrAo8M1UvbdRehgaSQfRkGYvpom0PMZsJNJzF40sKMwWKJnEEAh5o7w5WXCg-2BzEPxK4XNWBk3OPd8NlkV17kdNz2vLJgK2BbOmKL4qA0wpOMv83zma36GfbZsl7KgvQS-2BKtZ-2FIGRtk3xD78fTJr3AfigYyHDCBQhlOdkwzNoMupKyedP5sxNXua-2Fbja52hGTunszbUDCY61yjCoGMPFN7UEWV6MrG25VRxaRnDmKrQ-3D-3D
https://u29390694.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=q-2Bm6Vjvl7LUcA2o9iGQ7-2BIqSuo3Gp5PpJhIyr-2Fnybo3DH4QQNbwgzMZ0-2FC3QgDl5QZxxi8Y2PdgD-2FDafmaobdJ-2FqGczBtndv3B45-2FhT8S6TGMQd-2F-2BkMzq9v-2BbGMARsDON_SI_he77XardEM-2BxhKKaKvBk7DZP6LF5qkiiSwVdzsWbBjra9SD2b9StEtAzzy22rfCMTyWNvuNaZetv5eob1TK8CmCkUkJ8JMdfg1SO69dYFZbcnrAo8M1UvbdRehgaSQfRkGYvpom0PMZsJNJzF40sKMwWKJnEEAh5o7w5WXCg-2BzEPxK4XNWBk3OPd8NlkV17kV7yw6RTuT-2ByJfQRXtxqoWkQQSNuKYYSE9-2F3-2BGFiH7rLdsYG6Zx7zmp5LWXoOYbjtCKKTEAhcWxHtcewd7qvzTOzyw3A3yuUhxh71vFAGOxf8FcC6sC5NSmKbKIqVqfZFHrHRimgJbHEPAMtvEyDtNg-3D-3D


This bill alters the Black Bear Damage Reimbursement Fund to authorize 

grants from the Fund to be made for projects that reduce conflicts between 

black bears and humans. It renames the Black Bear Damage 

Reimbursement Fund to be the Black Bear Conflict Reduction and Damage 

Reimbursement Fund. The bill increases the minimum and maximum 

amounts of reimbursement from the fund per person annually authorized for 

damage caused by black bears from $200 to $500 and $3,000 to $5,000. It 

also requires a minimum of $50,000 be available annually for the 

reimbursement of black bear damage. Lastly, it requires the Governor to 

include at least $1,000,000 in the annual budget bill for the Fund.  

  

Currently, there is very little funding in the program and the funding sources 

are through private donations and the sales of a bear portrait by DNR. This 

bill would put funding into a much needed program for farmers and 

landowners that have damage from black bears. 

   

Maryland Farm Bureau Policy: We urge DNR to explore, develop and 

implement effective, innovative practices to control the black bear population 

in our state. We request DNR to reimburse farmers for crop damage caused 

by wildlife. MDFB will be requesting two amendments to the bill. We ask for 

the amount of the of the reimbursement fund be increased to $75,000 

annually and the minimum amount of the reimbursement requirement be 

eliminated so smaller damages aren't excluded from being reimbursed.  

 

 
  

 

HB389: Department of Agriculture - State Ombudsman for Value-Added 

Agriculture 

Delegate T Morgan, E&T at 1:00 PM  

  

This bill establishes a State Ombudsman for Value-Added Agriculture as a 

position in the Department of Agriculture. Value–added agriculture means (1) 

the alteration of a raw agricultural product in a way that increases the 

product’s worth to a consumer and brings more revenue to a farmer, 

producer, or processor; and (2) includes all enterprises in which an 

agricultural business or the agricultural business’s products are altered, 

marketed, produced, or processed in a way that adds income to a farmer, 

producer, or processor. The state ombudsman for value–added agriculture 

shall: (1) serve as the primary point of contact for individuals engaging in, or 

interested in engaging in, value–added agriculture in the state; (2) provide 

information regarding state and federal regulations relating to value–added 

agriculture; (3) act as a liaison between state and federal partners involved in 

value–added agriculture; and (4) perform any other duty or function that 

supports value–added agriculture in the state, as required by the secretary.  

https://u29390694.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=q-2Bm6Vjvl7LUcA2o9iGQ7-2BIqSuo3Gp5PpJhIyr-2Fnybo3DH4QQNbwgzMZ0-2FC3QgDl5QZxxi8Y2PdgD-2FDafmaobdGile-2B5-2BXbl-2BAPFt9REHr17KhWu4Vh51DnlwR6jxSQrFmsTO_he77XardEM-2BxhKKaKvBk7DZP6LF5qkiiSwVdzsWbBjra9SD2b9StEtAzzy22rfCMTyWNvuNaZetv5eob1TK8CmCkUkJ8JMdfg1SO69dYFZbcnrAo8M1UvbdRehgaSQfRkGYvpom0PMZsJNJzF40sKMwWKJnEEAh5o7w5WXCg-2BzEPxK4XNWBk3OPd8NlkV17kcmOpuLR9BF8nPn341ZHxPOBYdSoBec68l3Tfs3PXHjXXBDJoEhCYIf1Qt-2FkApAda6wNjmh2WhVuZJEVlCqr4uCuC-2BDy8XokMcfdqjDfmDn2z2cTzVSRSYzRnvTzVHOQJ4msLvRuvn6PquL9ggHJ7jA-3D-3D


 

 
  

 

Committees & Room Numbers: 

Senate: Budget & Taxation (B&T), 3 West Miller; Education, Energy and the 

Environment (EEE), 2 West Miller; Finance (FIN), 3 East Miller; Judicial 

Proceedings (JPR), 2 East Miller 

  

House: Appropriations (APP), 120 HOB; Economic Matters (ECM), 230 HOB; 

Environment & Transportation (E&T), 250 HOB; Health & Government 

Operations (HGO), 240 HOB; Judiciary (JUD), 100 HOB; Ways & Means 

(W&M) 130 HOB 
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